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"Uncle" Sun was then thirty-four and, since even Mrs. Soong at
that time did not know that he and her husband were engaged on
revolutionary work, it is not to be supposed that Eling and Ching-
ling had any romantic ideas about the visitor's occupation. But
they can hardly have failed to observe the almost reverential attitude
of their father to Dr. Sun. Sun had seen very little of home life
and enjoyed every minute of his visits to the Soong home.
In 1903 Sun spent six months in Hawaii, perhaps the first time
he had seen his own family since 1895. Ah Mi was still prospering
as a large-scale fanner. He welcomed his young brother with some
pride, for if he had made no money he was at least far along the
road to fame; but Sun Yat-sen must have been conscious of the
^difference between his ideals and those of Ah Mi. Prosperity has
a way of tingeing patriotism with self-interest and the elder brother
backed the revolutionists partly from conviction but, also, in the
hope that success would bring lucrative appointments for all in the
family, after the traditional Chinese way. The Book of History
describes the procedure neatly when it tells of a leader making "a
bridge for his clansmen**.
Sun Fo was now twelve years old and looked at his father as at
a stranger. The two girls were a little younger than Eling and
Chingling Soong. Lu Szu, the wife Sun married in filial obedience,
still waited dutifully upon her mother-in-law. She was a fine type
of Chinese countrywoman but ignorant and, at this time, unable
, to read. As she hobbled about on her "lily feet" she seemed to her
much-travelled husband an embodiment of that old spirit-haunted
China he was working so hard to destroy.
ORATOR AND ORGANISER
On December 13, 1903, Sun addressed a public meeting in a
Honolulu theatre. The Chinese audience, in spite of their sojourn
in Hawaii, still wore queues and long robes, so that a reporter
describing Sun drew attention to his linen suit and short-cropped
hair. This was the first large audience addressed by Sua but he
gave the impression of being "an orator of considerable power".
Apparently the newspaper reporter was surprised to find Sun no
"fanatic*5 and observes that he evidently moved the hearts of tbe
audience, for he was frequently applauded*
One of the most remarkable facts about Sua Yat-seaa, a fact that
none disputes, was his amaiing gift of oratory. This public meeting